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August 25, 2023 
 
Kevin Corbid, Washington County Administrator & Washington County Commissioners 
Washington County Government Center 
14949 62nd Street North 
Stillwater, MN, 55082 
 
Dear Administrator Corbid & Commissioners; 

 
Brown's Creek Watershed District has identified a project that will improve the trout stream habitat in Brown’s Creek in 
Stillwater, which is currently listed as impaired for lack of cold water fish and macroinvertebrates.   
 
BCWD has been working closely with Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (Waters, Fisheries, and Trails) and 
the city of Stillwater to identify opportunities to improve the trout stream habitat in Brown’s Creek.   A feasibility study 
shows restoring the existing 2,000 linear feet of Brown’s Creek from McKusick Road just upstream of Brown’s Creek 
Park to just downstream of the Brown’s Creek State Trail would: 

 Reduce bank erosion and subsequent sediment & nutrient loading to the creek and the St. Croix River 
 Improve Habitat: 

o Rock riffles will increase fish spawning opportunities and provide stable refuge for macroinvertebrates 
o The project will increase the number and depth of pools that will in turn provide thermal refuge for 

aquatic biota during the summer months and provide overwintering habitat for fish and amphibians 
o Instream woody structure will provide fish and macroinvertebrate habitat and also protect streambanks 

from erosion.  
o Native seeding will increase pollinator habitat, diversity and extent of native vegetation over invasive 

species such as common buckthorn, reed canary grass, and garlic mustard. 
o Reconnected floodplain will improve wetland hydrology and help rehabilitate native riparian vegetation. 
o Establishment of brush piles and snag trees will provide refuge for a variety of non-game species such as 

small mammals, reptiles, and birds. 
 Site access to the creek will include an ADA trail “spur” to create an access to Brown’s Creek from the state trail.  

 
This project is proposed to begin with tree and shrub removal in late 2023, stream restoration summer 2024, continued 
invasive species management fall 2024, replanting spring 2025. This timing takes into account the limitations for working 
in a trout stream and avoiding impacts to the Northern long-eared bat. 
 
The enclosed preliminary design summary is provided pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 103D.251, subdivision 2.   
 
The estimated total cost for the project (including engineering and construction) is $534,500.  The project will be funded 
through a watershed-wide ad valorem levy as authorized by Minnesota Statutes chapter 103B in the amount of $213,800 
and a federal 319 grant administered through the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency in the amount of $320,700.  Of the 
total project cost $430,100 will be used for construction and $104,400 for planning, design, engineering, permitting, and 
construction oversight. 
 
The District will be holding a public hearing at Family Means (1875 Northwestern Ave, Stillwater) on September 13, 
2023 at 6:30 pm to receive comments on this project. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or comments on this project or other BCWD activities. I can be 
contacted at Karen.kill@mnwcd.org.  
 
Best Regards, 

 
Karen Kill, BCWD Administrator 
 
Cc:  Jessica Collins-Pilarski, Washington County Public Health and Environment – via email 
 Shawn Sanders & Andrew Coyne, City of Stillwater – via email 



THE 2020 EDITION OF THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION "STANDARD
SPECIFICATIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION" SHALL GOVERN.

CONTRACTOR SHALL TAKE ALL NECESSARY MEASURES TO MAINTAIN OPERATION OF
EXISTING UTILITIES THROUGHOUT THE DURATION OF THE PROJECT. IN THE EVENT THAT AN
INTERRUPTION OF SERVICE IS UNAVOIDABLE IN ORDER TO COMPLETE THE WORK,
CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ADEQUATE NOTIFICATION TO ALL AFFECTED ENTITIES A
MINIMUM OF 3 WORKING DAYS IN ADVANCE OF ANY INTERRUPTION.

THE LOCATION OF UNDERGROUND FACILITIES AND/OR STRUCTURES AS SHOWN ON THE
PLANS ARE BASED ON AVAILABLE RECORDS AT THE TIME THE PLANS WERE PREPARED AND
ARE NOT GUARANTEED TO BE COMPLETE OR CORRECT.

EXISTING UTILITIES

IT IS THE LAW THAT ANYONE EXCAVATING AT ANY SITE MUST NOTIFY GOPHER STATE ONE
CALL (GSOC) SO THAT UNDERGROUND ELECTRIC, NATURAL GAS, TELEPHONE OR OTHER
UTILITY LINES CAN BE MARKED ON OR NEAR YOUR PROPERTY BEFORE ANY DIGGING
BEGINS. A 48-HOUR NOTICE, NOT INCLUDING WEEKENDS, IS REQUIRED. CALLS CAN BE MADE
TO GSOC AT 1-800-252-1166 OR (651) 454-0002, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY (EXCEPT
HOLIDAYS) FROM 7 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

GOPHER STATE ONE-CALL

GENERAL NOTES

CONSTRUCTION NOTE

GOVERNING SPECIFICATIONS

ALL TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES AND SIGNING SHALL CONFORM TO MINNESOTA MANUAL ON
UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES, INCLUDING FIELD MANUAL FOR TEMPORARY CONTROL
ZONE LAYOUTS.

THE CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTACTING ALL UTILITIES 72 HOURS PRIOR TO
CONSTRUCTION TO DETERMINE THE EXACT LOCATION OF ALL FACILITIES AND TO PROVIDE
ADEQUATE PROTECTION OF SAID UTILITIES DURING THE COURSE OF WORK.

THE SUBSURFACE UTILITY INFORMATION SHOWN IS UTILITY QUALITY LEVEL D, AS
DETERMINED USING THE GUIDELINES OF "CI/ASCE 38-02 STANDARD GUIDELINES FOR THE
COLLECTION AND DEPICTION OF EXISTING SUBSURFACE UTILITY DATA."
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STA 15+70 - 17+70
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OXBOW CHANNEL
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