2024 MN Watersheds Project & Program of the Year
Preliminary Nomination Form

The Awards Committee is now accepting Preliminary Nominations for Program or Project

of the Year. This simple, one-page Preliminary Nomination Form_must be submitted by Sept 6,
2024. When determining the finalists, the Awards Committee will consider: clearly defined need,
creative partnerships, innovative financing, resourceful solutions, success at meeting goal, and public
value. Finalists, in each category will be asked to complete a full nomination form. The Preliminary
Nomination form only requires a project/program description up to 250 words.

Award Category (check one) MN Watersheds Region:

[1|Project Program [1]| One Two Three

Watershed District or Watershed Management Organization:
Buffalo-Red River Watershed District
Project/program name:

Whiskey Creek Enhancement Project

Nominator (if different from above)

Project/Program Summary (Up to 250 words).

Whiskey Creek had significant sediment accumulation in the channel, which reduced channel
capacity, increased agricultural flooding, and negatively impacted habitat. Breakout flows from
flooding resulted in increased erosion and channel sedimentation, perpetuating the problem. Project
goals include improving water quality, natural waterway drainage, and wildlife habitat while reducing
sediment loading and occurrence/magnitude of flooding. Prior to the restoration, Whiskey Creek was
identified by the MPCA as impaired for macroinvertebrates, fecal coliform, dissolved oxygen, and
turbidity. BRRWD partnered with the Wilkin SWCD and NRCS to complete the channel restoration.
Wilkin SWCD supported landowner outreach efforts, assisted with riparian seeding, and will assist
with long-term project maintenance. Project was funded through Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage
Fund Stream Habitat Program (DNR), Clean Water Funds (BWSR), National Water Quality Initiative
(NRCS), Section 319 Funds (MPCA), Great Plains Fish Habitat Partnership grant (USFWS), local
landowner assessment, and BRRWD district-wide funds. Project utilized a two-stage sinuous
channel design, to mimic a natural stream and recreate aquatic habitat diversity. Land acquisition
was patrtially funded through Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). BRRWD
worked with 27 landowners to restore over 12 miles of channel with over 450 acres of riparian
corridor habitat. In addition, the project installed over 100 side inlet structures to reduce sediment

Project/Program Contact: Name: Kristine Goeden
Phone: 218-789-3100

Email: kAltrichter@brrwd.org

Photos (Optional)
You may include up to four (4) photos of your project or program.

Submit nomination materials to Karen Kill, kkill@mnwcd.org by Sept 6, 2024.
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	Text9: Whiskey Creek had significant sediment accumulation in the channel, which reduced channel capacity, increased agricultural flooding, and negatively impacted habitat. Breakout flows from flooding resulted in increased erosion and channel sedimentation, perpetuating the problem. Project goals include improving water quality, natural waterway drainage, and wildlife habitat while reducing sediment loading and occurrence/magnitude of flooding. Prior to the restoration, Whiskey Creek was identified by the MPCA as impaired for macroinvertebrates, fecal coliform, dissolved oxygen, and turbidity. BRRWD partnered with the Wilkin SWCD and NRCS to complete the channel restoration. Wilkin SWCD supported landowner outreach efforts, assisted with riparian seeding, and will assist with long-term project maintenance. Project was funded through Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund Stream Habitat Program (DNR), Clean Water Funds (BWSR), National Water Quality Initiative (NRCS), Section 319 Funds (MPCA), Great Plains Fish Habitat Partnership grant (USFWS), local landowner assessment, and BRRWD district-wide funds. Project utilized a two-stage sinuous channel design, to mimic a natural stream and recreate aquatic habitat diversity. Land acquisition was partially funded through Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). BRRWD worked with 27 landowners to restore over 12 miles of channel with over 450 acres of riparian corridor habitat. In addition, the project installed over 100 side inlet structures to reduce sediment contribution from adjacent agricultural fields. Project has been considered a success by landowners and local/state agencies, as all project goals have been achieved. Landowners downstream of the original project area have requested for the restoration to extend downstream. BRRWD is now working with downstream landowners to extend the project. 
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