2024 MN Watersheds Project & Program of the Year
Preliminary Nomination Form

The Awards Committee is now accepting Preliminary Nominations for Program or Project

of the Year. This simple, one-page Preliminary Nomination Form_must be submitted by Sept 6,
2024. When determining the finalists, the Awards Committee will consider: clearly defined need,
creative partnerships, innovative financing, resourceful solutions, success at meeting goal, and public
value. Finalists, in each category will be asked to complete a full nomination form. The Preliminary
Nomination form only requires a project/program description up to 250 words.

Award Category (check one) MN Watersheds Region:

[1|Project Program One Two [1|{Three

Watershed District or Watershed Management Organization:
Ramsey-Washington Metro Watershed District
Project/program name:

Lake Owasso County Park

Nominator (if different from above)

Project/Program Summary (Up to 250 words).

Lake Owasso is the largest lake in RWMWD and one of the most popular. Its water quality,
particularly the chlorophyll levels, benefitted from multiple projects, including a successful carp
management program and shoreline restoration efforts. In 2020, RWMWD partnered with the City of
Shoreview, Ramsey County Parks and Recreation, and Barr Engineering to design stormwater best
management practices for North Owasso Boulevard, including rain gardens, pervious pavers, and
porous asphalt. RWMWD recently restored over 700 feet of shoreline between the boat launch and
swimming beach by partnering with Ramsey County Parks and Recreation and securing a
Conservation Partners Legacy Grant in 2022. Ramsey County Corrections Nursery, Conservation
Corps of MN & IA, Ramsey County Master Gardeners, RWMWD's Citizen Advisory Commission,
Young Adult Career Academy, and many local student volunteers also assisted in completing the
shoreline restoration. This project aims to create a resilient and beautiful shoreline for patrons by
reducing erosion, improving water quality, and providing a high-quality habitat to benefit fish,
pollinators, and other wildlife. Additionally, 15 homeowners on Lake Owasso have taken advantage
of RWMWND’s stewardship grant program to restore their turf grass shorelines to native plantings.
RWMWD prides itself on creating good partnerships and that is seen clearly with the many partners
that were involved in making this project successful.

Project/Program Contact: Name: Paige Ahlborg
Phone: 651-792-7964

Email: paige.ahlborg@rwmwd.org

Photos (Optional)
You may include up to four (4) photos of your project or program.

Submit nomination materials to Karen Kill, kkill@mnwcd.org by Sept 6, 2024.
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