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Brown's Creek Watershed



Brown’s Creek and the  
Old Stone Bridge

The Old Stone Bridge – Symbol of Brown’s Creek Watershed District, the bridge is officially named the Point 
Douglas-St. Louis River Road Bridge because it was built in the mid-1800’s as a part of the military road built 
that connected Point Douglas, near Cottage Grove, MN to the St. Louis River, near Superior, WI. It was listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places on February 24, 1975. You can see it from the Brown’s Creek State 
Trail…but remember it is on private property and help preserve the past by staying on the trail.



Find these water 
resources:

Brown’s Creek
Goggins (Lake)

Lynch (Lake)
Bass (Lake)

School Section (Lakes)
Plaisted (Lake)

Benz (Lake)
Kismet (Basin)
Groundwater

Wetland
Pat (Lake)

Masterman (Lake)
Watershed
Long (Lake)

Woodpile (Lake)

Brown’s Creek Watershed District is about 30 
square miles in northern Washington Count 
with parts of Stillwater, Oak Park Heights, Grant, 
Lake Elmo, Hugo, May Township, and Stillwater 
Township.  All the water flows towards Brown’s 
Creek and into the St. Croix River.
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The Water Cycle

Find at least 10 differences between the two 
pictures of the water cycle.

Water Cycle – water is never created or destroyed…it is recycled over and over. The same we have today is the 
same water that the dinosaurs had!
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Brown’s Creek Watershed District Crossword Puzzle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Down 

1. A state designated trout stream that needs our help 
to stop making it warm and dirty. 

2. A type of garden you can make at home to let rain 
soak into the ground. 

3. The moving of dirt by wind or water 
4. Hard ground like roads and driveways that does not 

let water soak in. 
5. People who help protect our water bodies. You can 

help too! 
6. Blanding’s turtles are a rare species found near 

these type of water bodies. 

Across 

4. “AIS” or Aquatic __________ Species are plants or 
animals that no not belong in our lakes, streams or 
wetlands.  

7. ___________water flows beneath the surface 
providing water for drinking and for Brown’s Creek 
and other lakes, streams and wetlands. 

8. An area of land that drains into a particular water 
body. The Brown’s Creek ____________ District is 
30 square miles. 

9. Anything added to water that harms the things that 
live there. In Brown’s Creek that includes dirt and 
warm rain water that has heated up running across 
hot roads in the summer. 

10. Long, Benz, and Goggins are some of these in 
Brown’s Creek Watershed District. 

11. The plants and animals that have lived here for 
hundreds of years and can live well in our climate 
and soils. 
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Word List 
 

Brown’s Creek 
Erosion 
Ground 

Impermeable 
Invasive 

Lakes 
Native 

Pollution 
Raingarden 
Stewards 

Watershed 
Wetlands 

Brown’s Creek Watershed District Crossword Puzzle



Draw a Unique Species

Use the grids to draw the Louisiana Waterthrush: 
Draw what you see in each square into the larger square below, block by block, to 

draw your own picture of this rare bird.

Louisiana Waterthrushes require mature deciduous forest adjacent to streams. The lower gorge of 
Brown’s Creek is similar to their typical habitat of steep-sided valleys with swiftly flowing streams that have 
rocky stream beds and riffles.  Improvements to Brown’s Creek for trout are also helpful to the Louisiana 
Waterthrush, a MN species of specials concern.

Louisiana Waterthrush in a stream. They 
eat mostly aquatic insects (water bugs). 

Photo: National Aviary of Pittsburgh 



Rare Species Dot-to-Dot

Follow both the numbers and letters to find out what rare species lives in Brown’s 
Creek Watershed District.

Blanding’s Turles – a state-listed threatened species that calls some of the wetlands “home” in Brown’s Creek 
Watershed District.
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Find the Matching Trout

Look carefully...only two are exactly the same.



Brown’s Creek is a trout stream.  
The MN DNR stocks 1,000 brown trout every 
year. The Brown’s Creek Watershed District is 
working to make Brown’s Creek better for trout 
and other wildlife.

Who Might Catch a Fish?

Untangle the lines to find out who might get a fish to bite.



Help the Raindrops Reach the Creek!

Take the maze to Brown’s Creek, keeping raindrops clean and cool along the way.Help the rain drops get to Brown’s Creek… 
keep them clean and cool along the way! 

 

 

                           

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

Ran across the 
pavement… too warm! 

Ran over bare 
soil…too dirty! 

Puddle on driveway 
… evaporated! 

Took a 
break in a 
storm 
pond…too 
warm! 

Soaked in 
the 
ground…can 
still get 
there! 

Ran across tall prairie 
grasses … taken up by 

roots! 



#1 15+3= 18 =R  19+2= 21 = U 10+4= 14=N 20-1=19=S
#2 25-2= 10-9= 6+6= 3+8= 8+11=        

#3 7+6= 20+1= 10+8= 15-2= 7+14= 9+9=       10+9=      

#4 15+5= 100-99= 4+8= 2+9= 14+5= 

#5 1+1= 2+3= 2+2= 

#6 17+2= 3+9= 10-5= 15-10= 8+8= 16+3= 

#7 8+5= 10+5= 15+6= 10+10= 4+4=

#8 1+4= 6-5= 18+2= 13+6= 

#9 16+2= 4+5= 11+11= 2+3= 17+1=

What                 RUNS   all day, but never ___________________________ 
(#1) (#2) 

Often ____________________________, but never __________________________  
(#3)       (#4) 

Has a __________________________, but never _____________________________ 
(#5)       (#6) 

Has a _______________________, but never _____________________________? 
(#7)      (#8) 

A _________________________________! 
(#9) 

USE THE FOLLOWING CODE: 

A=1, B=2, C=3, D=4, E=5, F=6, G=7, H=8, I=9, J=10, K=11, L=12, M=13, N=14, O=15, 
P=16, Q=17, R=18, S=19, T=20, U=21, V=22, W=23, X=24, Y=25, Z=26 

Solve the Riddle

Answer the problems below and use the code to enter the words into the riddle.  
The first one has been done for you!.



Aquatic plants are a natural part of shallow lake communities in Brown’s Creek Watershed 
District and provide many benefits to fish, wildlife, and people by giving cleaner water, food for water birds, 
and protection of shorelines. In lakes, life depends--directly or indirectly--on water plants!

Underwater Tic-Tac-Toe

Play with a partner as “rocks” (O) and “water plants” (X).



Solve the Riddle 
What RUNS all day, but never WALKS 
Often MURMURS, but never TALKS 
Has a BED, but never SLEEPS 
Has a MOUTH, but never EATS 
A RIVER! 

Answer Key



Brown’s Creek Watershed District (BCWD) 
Quick Facts

•	 Brown’s Creek Watershed District (BCWD) was formed in 1997 to protect and improve our water 
resources.

•	 “Water Resources” are lakes, wetlands, streams, and groundwater.
•	 BCWD is 30 square miles in parts of Stillwater, Oak Park Heights, Grant, Hugo, Lake Elmo, Stillwater 

Township and May Township.
•	 Brown’s Creek needs our help to get better! It gets too much dirt and is too warm for the fish and 

bugs that have historically lived there.
•	 There are 12 lakes in BCWD, most are shallow. They may not all be great for swimming and boating, 

but they are home to plants and animals that can be fun to see!
•	 Some rare species can be found in BCWD. Protecting their habitat is important to their survival.

You Can Help!
Here are some things you and your family can do to help water resources:

In your yard:

•	 Build a raingarden to collect and recharge rainwater into the ground.
•	 Install a rain barrel to collect rooftop runoff and reuse the water for watering your lawn or garden.
•	 Direct downspouts to vegetated area.
•	 Aerate your lawn so rainwater can more easily soak into the ground.
•	 Conserve groundwater by installing rain sensors on irrigation systems.

In your community:

•	 Pick up pet waste and dispose of droppings in the trash or toilet.
•	 Use a commercial car wash so the water is treated instead of running to a lake or Brown’s Creek.
•	 Recycle oil, antifreeze, batteries, fertilizer, pesticides, and other chemicals as much as possible – never 

pour them into a hard surface or into a storm drain.

Get Involved:

•	 Become a member of the BCWD Citizens Advisory Committee, and promote stewardship in the 
watershed.



For More Information on the work of the watershed,  
contact the Brown’s Creek Watershed District office at:

455 Hayward Ave N, Oakdale, MN 55128
651-330-8220

Karen Kill, District Administrator: kkill@mnwcd.org
Hannah Peterson, Communications & Project Assistant: 

hpeterson@mnwcd.org

Or visit our website at: bcwd.org 


