
 

Managers: 

Klay Eckles, President | Chuck LeRoux, Vice President | Celia Wirth, Treasurer  
Debra Sahulka, Secretary | Griffin Brod, Manager 

January 10, 2026 
 
Greg Williams, Senior Water Resources Engineer 
BARR 
4300 Market Pointe Drive, Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55435 
 
RE: Valley Branch Watershed District 2026-2035 Watershed Management Plan 60-day Review 
 
Dear Mr. Williams, 
 
Thank you for submitting the VBWD 2026-2035 watershed management plan to the Brown’s Creek Watershed District 
for review and comment.  Overall, the plan is an excellent planning document; it is easy to read, well organized, has 
appropriate goals and policies and identifies a number of well-thought-out strategies to help achieve the VBWD’s goals.  
 
We appreciate seeing that VBWD has adopted a management approach that is well aligned with our own watershed 
management plan update, including a shared focus on flood vulnerability and mitigation, protection and enhancement 
of upland and natural areas, and chloride pollution prevention. These areas of alignment provide a strong foundation 
for coordination and collaboration. 
 
BCWD also appreciates the recognition of issues related to organizational roles, efficiencies, and mitigating potential 
redundancies. We look forward to working with VBWD and other partners to advance the following goals: 
 

- Goal 20A: Minimize or prevent redundancy in VBWD programs through periodic review of VBWD roles and 
activities in cooperation with communities and other partners at least every five years. 

- Goal 20B: Identify and address gaps in services in consultation with partners and communities through a mid-
cycle review of Plan implementation progress. 

 
We noted that the issue statements for Flood Risk (2.2.1) and Climate and Hydrology Trends (2.2.2) are the same. 
Natural and human communities are threatened by periodic flooding under current hydrologic conditions – especially 
those adjacent to landlocked basins. We bring this to your attention in case it was not intentional. 
 
In addition, the BCWD suggests that the VBWD consider including language addressing potential impacts related to the 
issue of new high volume water use developments. This is a new issue that the BCWD is considering for inclusion under 
groundwater management. 
 
Again, thank you for the opportunity to review the draft plan and provide feedback.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Karen Kill      Camilla Correll, P.E. 
BCWD Administrator     BCWD Engineer 


