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MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Brown’s Creek Watershed District Board 
FROM:  Karen Kill 
RE:  Brown’s Creek Restoration Phase 2- Brown’s Creek Cove 
DATE:  January 9, 2026 

Background 
BCWD completed an approximately 2,000 linear foot restoration of Brown’s Creek between McKusick 
Road (west of Neal Ave) to immediately downstream of the Brown’s Creek State Trail in 2024-2025.   

Immediately upstream has been identified as the next reach for restoration.  This is another 1,950 linear 
feet of Brown’s Creek and at least 5 acres of riparian area restoring stream and riparian habitat, as well 
as reducing 28 tons of total suspended solids and 20.2 pounds of total phosphorous per year to both 
Brown’s Creek and the St. Croix River.  

All four landowners have been contacted and met in person to walk the potential project area.  The 
attached project information was shared with project landowners.  Draft access agreements have been 
shared and landowners are generally agreeable to the project.   

Estimated Costs 
Initial cost estimate is $370,000. 
 
Funding sources for the project: 

Funding Sources Type of 
Funding 

Match 
Required 

Grant 
Amount 

Match 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency* Federal 40% $222,000 $113,100 + 
Lower St. 
Croix Grant 

Lower St. Croix Partnership State  $34,900 (MPCA 
Grant) 

*MPCA grant is for $310,191.44, but $88,191.44 is to be applied to 1-3 other projects (see MPCA 
workplan) 

 
Ideally, we would complete the restoration by fall 2026, but any delays in the funding process may push 
it to spring/summer 2027. The bulk of the restoration is estimated to take 4-6 weeks.The most updated 
project information and timeline can be found at: bcwd.org/browns-creek-restoration-project-phase2. 
 
Once funding is secured, the next step will be to complete necessary feasibility assessments to refine 
cost estimates.  The project would then require a public hearing to consider ordering.  



 

 

Requested Action 
Approve the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 319 Grant, approve the Lower St. Croix Parntership 
Grant administered through Chisago SWCD, and approve scope with Emmons and Olivier Resources for 
feasibility assessment.  All agreements and scopes are attached.  


