
FINAL Minutes of the regular meeting of the Brown’s Creek Watershed District Board of Managers, 1 
Wednesday January 14, 2026 2 

ROLL CALL 3 
Managers Present: Others Present: 
Klayton Eckles, President Karen Kill, BCWD administrator 
Celia Wirth, Treasurer Hannah Peterson, BCWD communications and project assistant 
Chuck LeRoux, Vice President Michael Welch, Smith Partners, BCWD counsel 

Camilla Correll, EOR, BCWD engineer 
Managers Absent: 
Debra Sahulka, Secretary 
Griffin Brod, Manager 

1) Call to order4 
President Klayton Eckles called the regular meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. 5 

2) Approve Agenda6 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to approve the agenda as presented. 7 
Motion carried 3/0. 8 

3) Public comments9 
There were no public comments. 10 

4) Annual business11 

a) Election of officers12 
The managers discussed continuing with the 2025 slate of officers until new managers are13 
appointed.14 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to select Manager Eckles as president,15 
Manager Wirth as treasurer, Manager Sahulka as secretary, Manager LeRoux as vice16 
president, and Griffin Brod as manager. Motion carried 3/0.17 

b) Committee appointments18 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to appoint Manager Wirth as the East19 
Metro Water Resources Education Program Liaison and the Metro Minnesota Watersheds20 
Liaison, with all other committees remaining the same as 2025. Motion carried 3/0.21 

c) Selection of bank and financial assurance depository22 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to retain US Bank and 4M Fund as the23 
BCWD bank with a separate 4M account as a depository for permit fees and cash escrows,24 
with letters of credit and bonds to be held at the BCWD office. Motion carried 3/0.25 

d) Selection of official newspapers26 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to retain White Bear Lake Press and the27 
Stillwater Gazette as official newspapers. Motion carried 3/0.28 
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e) Schedule of regular and special 2026 meetings 1 
Karen Kill noted that she would be absent for the June regular board meeting and that Hannah 2 
Peterson would lead the meeting in her place. Ms. Kill also noted that the November regular 3 
meeting falls on Veteran’s Day and recommended moving the meeting to Wednesday, 4 
November 18.  5 
Manager LeRoux moved, seconded by Manager Wirth, to adopt the schedule of meetings for 6 
2026 as presented with the modifications suggested by the administrator. 7 
Motion carried 3/0. 8 

f) Community Advisory Committee membership 9 
Ms. Kill recommended renaming the Citizens Advisory Committee to Community Advisory 10 
Committee to be more inclusive of all watershed residents. 11 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to adopt the name change and to 12 
appoint Anne Maule-Miller, George Vania, Jyneen Thatcher, Hal Udoli, Dory Herman, Dennis 13 
Gervais, and David Wortman to the Community Advisory Committee. Motion carried 3/0. 14 

g) Board training plan 15 
Ms. Kill noted the education opportunities for the managers in her memo and said that the 16 
managers can bring additional ideas for trainings at any time. 17 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to approve per diems and expenses for 18 
the board training opportunities presented from account 200-4000. Motion carried 3/0. 19 

h) Bylaws and policies review 20 
Ms. Kill and Michael Welch gave an overview of the potential policy updates provided in the 21 
packet. The managers discussed authorizing per diems for meeting preparation, additional 22 
insurance for managers, being able to hold multiple officer positions, accepting electronic 23 
signatures, and a resolution for the administrator to pay bills if a quorum cannot be convened. 24 
Ms. Kill said that the policy updates and resolution would be brought to the February regular 25 
meeting for approval. 26 

5) Consent agenda 27 
Manager Wirth requested removing from the consent agenda items 4h, authorize the purchase of 28 
monitoring equipment, and 4k, authorize the administrator to execute the Metropolitan Council 29 
watershed outlet monitoring grant agreement, for discussion. Manager Eckles requested removing 30 
from the consent agenda item 4l, authorize the administrator to submit comments regarding the 31 
Valley Branch Watershed District management plan update, for discussion. 32 

a) Approve minutes of the December 10, 2025 regular meeting 33 
b) Accept Permit Fee Statement 34 
c) Accept Authorized Funds Spreadsheet 35 
d) Authorize payment to Geomorphic Restoration for Brown’s Creek restoration pay application 36 

#8 37 
e) Authorize additional $880 for Stillwater Township town hall rental Feb-Dec 2026 38 
f) Authorize the payment of bills as presented, totaling $83,146.22 39 
g) Authorize the purchase of trees for spring planting events 40 
i) Decline to waive liability coverage limits established in MN Statutes Section 466.04 41 
j) Authorize staff registration and attendance at the Minnesota Lake Management Society 42 

Winter Symposium February 3, 2026 43 
m) Accept the Emmons and Olivier Resources Brown’s Creek E. coli sampling results summary 44 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to approve the consent agenda as 45 
amended. Motion carried 3/0. 46 
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h) Authorize purchase of monitoring equipment from YSI not to exceed $1,015 from account 300-1 
4640 2 
Manager Wirth asked about the cost of repair versus replacement. Ms. Kill clarified that 3 
replacing a monitoring device would be $10,000 to $15,000. 4 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to authorize the purchase of 5 
monitoring equipment from YSI not to exceed $1,015 from account 300-4640.  6 
Motion carried 3/0. 7 

k) Authorize the administrator to execute the Metropolitan Council watershed outlet monitoring 8 
grant agreement 9 
Manager Wirth asked if this was a new grant, and Ms. Kill clarified that BCWD has been 10 
partnering with the Metropolitan Council on the watershed outlet monitoring program for 20 11 
years. 12 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to authorize the administrator to 13 
execute the Metropolitan Council watershed outlet monitoring grant agreement.  14 
Motion carried 3/0. 15 

l) Authorize the administrator to submit comments regarding the Valley Branch Watershed 16 
District management plan update 17 
Manager Eckles shared that he has talked with Valley Branch Watershed District managers and 18 
has noted similarities between the two watersheds. He recommended opening the discussion 19 
with Valley Branch Watershed District about the possible efficiencies that could be achieved by 20 
merging. 21 
Manager Eckles moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to authorize the administrator to 22 
submit comments regarding the Valley Branch Watershed District management plan update. 23 
Motion carried 3/0. 24 

6) Projects 25 

a) Brown’s Creek Restoration Phase II: Brown’s Creek Cove 26 
Ms. Kill shared that BCWD has been awarded two grants for the next phase of the Brown’s 27 
Creek Restoration Project and that a scope from Emmons & Olivier Resources has been received 28 
to start the capital improvement project process. 29 

i) Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Small Watershed – 319 Grant Agreement 30 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to authorize the administrator to 31 
execute the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Small Watershed 319 grant agreement. 32 
Motion carried 3/0. 33 

ii) Lower St. Croix Partnership Grant Agreement 34 
Mr. Welch stated that he is not able to recommend the grant agreement because it includes 35 
requirements applicable to a contractor rather than a fellow local governmental entity, and 36 
would require significant additional work for BCWD’s engineer and administrator in 37 
contracting for work on the Brown’s Creek Cove project. The managers directed Mr. Welch 38 
to work with Chisago Soil and Water Conservation District to revise the agreement and 39 
recommended bringing to the Lower St. Croix Policy Committee in April if Chisago SWCD is 40 
not agreeable to changes. 41 

iii) Emmons & Olivier Resources concept design scope 42 
Manager Eckles brought up requesting proposals from other firms for this project and asked 43 
when during the project process makes sense to do that. The managers decided that if they 44 
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are going to entertain proposals from other firms, it would be most logical for the project 1 
design. 2 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to authorize the scope of work 3 
from Emmons & Olivier Resources not to exceed $28,900 from account 947-0022.  4 
Motion carried 3/0. 5 

7) Planning 6 

a) Impervious coverage data layer scope 7 
Ms. Kill said the City of Stillwater is interested in the amount of impervious surface in 8 
developments around the city, particularly the increase in impervious from property owners 9 
adding decks or other structures to their properties. She said that a staff member at the 10 
Washington Conservation District could create a geographic-information system layer using the 11 
latest aerial imagery to identify impervious surface area in the watershed. Such an analysis 12 
might also provide information such as tree cover.  13 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to authorize the president to amend 14 
BCWD’s contract with the Washington Conservation District to include GIS services not to 15 
exceed $2,150 from the contingency reserve. Motion carried 3/0. 16 

b) Watershed management plan update 17 
Camilla Correll, Ms. Kill, and Mr. Welch provided an overview of new items in the management 18 
plan update for board consideration. The managers discussed considerations for high-volume 19 
water users and addressed where gaps might exist. The managers received a paper copy of the 20 
draft plan update to review by January 28. 21 

8) Discussion agenda 22 

a) Updates 23 

i) Administrator 24 
Ms. Kill said that the vegetation survey results for Long Lake and Benz Lake were included in 25 
the board packet and that a presentation on the results from the vegetation surveys could 26 
be brought to the board if the managers are interested. Ms. Kill also shared that BCWD may 27 
have an upcoming opportunity to work with Victoria Bradford Styrbicki from A House 28 
Unbuilt and the City of Stillwater to highlight the beneficial aquatic plants in Long Lake. She 29 
also noted that the art from the Water Where We Live Exhibit will be on display at the 30 
Washington County Historical Society in 2026. Ms. Kill also mentioned that the 2025 capital 31 
improvement project maintenance summary was included in the packed and that two 32 
permits will likely be coming to the board in February – a Chick-fil-A and a townhome 33 
development. 34 

ii) Legal 35 
Mr. Welch shared that there is still support for chloride efforts by other watersheds, and 36 
Ramsey County has shown an interest in applicator licensing. 37 

iii) Engineer 38 
There were no updates. 39 

iv) Managers 40 
There were no updates.  41 
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9) Adjournment 1 
Manager Wirth moved, seconded by Manager LeRoux, to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:20 p.m. 2 
Motion carried 3/0. 3 

Respectfully submitted by 4 
Hannah Peterson, BCWD staff and Debra Sahulka, Recording Secretary 5 
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